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I‟ve decided that there is probably never 
going to be an ordinary month, any getting 
back to normal.  There is no getting 
organised or “when this is finished we 
can”.  It‟s all a bit surreal all of the time, 
and I suppose getting used to it will be 
interesting.  I seem to have swapped my 
knee (which is much, much better, thank 
you all for asking) for family coming at me 
from both below (insanity is hereditary - 
you get it from your kids) and above 
(insanity is hereditary - your parents do it 
without even noticing).  Such is life.  But I 
must make sure it doesn‟t get in the way 
of the magazine  This is two months 
running I‟ve been late getting to print, and 
it won‟t do.  I must try harder. 
 
The young people of Kenn are surpassing 
themselves, and I love it, because it 
means we get to have some new news.  
Running the history project (as I do) I 
know the value of the past, but it‟s good to 
find that there is some present going on in 
Kenn as well. 
 
I loved the Harvest Supper.  I think we all 
did.  A relief for the Duck Lane team, I‟m 
sure, but a bigger relief for the rest of  us 
who can now rest assured that the Supper 
has passed into safe hands!  The 
magazine has had so many calls to say 
thank you - so a HUGE thank you from the 
entire village to the Supper Stalwarts! 
 
The flag: if you don‟t know already, the 
flag is flown for big special occasions - 
golden weddings, christenings, funerals 
and so on.  Rites of passage things.  The 
tower, on the other hand, can be lit for any 
reason you like - I lit it the other night just 
because I love to look at the glow from my 
bedroom…  Give Marianna or Dave a call 
to get the flag flown or the tower lit - and 
they can help you if you aren‟t sure which 
one (or both) it should be.  When the last 
Limage graduates next year I feel I should 
fly myself from the church tower (or 
something).  Insanity - I did tell you… 
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Down on the Farm 
 

The very heavy rain storms that came in August have got the grass growing properly for the first 
time this year.  There is now plenty of grass in the fields for the animals to eat.  There is also a 
chance that there may be enough growth of grass to enable farmers to take a late cut for silage 
which will be very welcome. Stocks of food put into store for the winter are very light on most farms. 
 
The harvest of corn has just about finished, at least in the southern part of England.  The weight of 
corn combined has been slightly below average, also the amount of straw that has been left behind 
the combines is definitely less than in a normal year.  The result is that it has become very 
expensive for bedding 
 
The unusual weather patterns in various parts of the world have played havoc with the amount of 
corn that has been harvested.  In the great corn growing areas of Canada heavy rain prevented it 
from being planted at the correct time, therefore the crops are lighter than usual.   
 
Just the opposite has happened on the plains of Russia where there is generally a huge amount of 
grain grown for their own use and for export…  The heat-wave that has affected that part of the 
world has made grain very short.  This is why Mr. Putin has banned all export of grain until at least 
the New Year.  There is some talk that this ban may be in place until next year‟s harvest. 
 
This means that the countries that normally have to import much of the grain they use will have to 
look elsewhere for supplies.   
 
Where are they going to get them?   
 
Food over the world is bound to be much dearer for everyone, for at least the next twelve months.   
 
The next crop to be harvested in this country will be the maize grown for cattle feed.  There has 
been a huge area planted this year in this area, but there will be less bulk harvested per acre 
because the lack of rain early in the summer held back the growth.  Some crops are several feet 
shorter in length than in a normal year. 
 
Hopefully we shall get a mild winter so that less food will be needed for the animals, however 
farmers who keep very large herds of cattle, especially dairy cows, have to have huge supplies in 
store for the winter. 
 
 

Ray Naish 

Jan and Colin Bedford 
 
There is not enough room to print all the individual messages that the 
magazine received - everyone in the village wants to send condolences to Jan 
and Colin.  
 
Jan’s mother died last week aged 92 after a long illness, and we all just want to 
say how sad and sorry we are and that we are all thinking of you. 
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Margaret’s Mutterings 
 
September has been a brilliant month weather-wise; it is amazing how much the grass has grown 
since the rain stopped and just how much hay and silage has been made in Kenn and surrounding 
areas.  Hopefully the farmers will now have sufficient fodder in store for the winter.  The maize 
harvest is also in full swing.  
 
In France a couple of weeks ago, it seemed that whenever they started to harvest a field of maize, 
sunflowers or whatever, the crop was surrounded by men with guns and dogs.   
 
We stayed near Epernay (twinned with Clevedon) in the champagne region. The vendage had 
started a few days earlier, and the vineyards were full of pickers who had been driven there in white 
vans.  I have never seen so many people in the French countryside. We were able to watch the 
grapes being pressed in a champagne house and it was very similar to cider making. 
 
Harvest in Kenn started with the church being superbly decorated with flowers, foliage and fruit 
and vegetables.  Sunday 12

th
 September Family Service at St. John‟s was a joy.  The church 

seemed filled with children, adults, gifts and a varied cast of saints (actually pumpkins and marrows 
imaginatively decorated).  Celia, with help from the children, explained all about these saints and 
after singing our favourite harvest hymns we shared coffee, squash and once again biscuits baked 
by Romilly and Jemima.  It was good to hear Joanne Manning on the new keyboard.  Thanks go to 
Julia and Celia and all their helpers as well as all those who decorated the church so beautifully. 
 
Evensong, led by the Rev Preb John Andrews, was very well attended. Lay Reader Paul Stalder 
preached a most thoughtful sermon and Mary Holmes was our organist.   This was followed by a 
dash down Kenn Street to the Village Hall for Kenn Harvest Supper. 
 
Kenn Harvest Supper – The new team for Harvest Supper from Duck Lane proved its credentials – 
everything was „spot on‟..... From the posters, ticket selling, Clive on the door taking the tickets, hall 
and table decorations ....  Then the food – Roast Turkey, sausages, stuffing, roast potatoes, carrots, 
peas, sweetcorn, gravy, cranberry and apple sauces........ superb.  Puddings, well, I saw the vast 
array, but could only manage one – lemon meringue tart (delicious), then cheese and biscuits, then 
coffee or tea, then the raffle, and finally, a collection bucket at the door and a request to us all to 
remove our own rubbish.  Fabulous.  Can‟t wait for next year. 
 
Village Youngsters are doing wonderfully well lately.  Our own footballer Jack Butland was 
featured in the Evening Post last month.  Last week‟s Clevedon Mercury showed Anouk Caney from 
Latcham House „zorbing‟ in a huge plastic bubble on the Marine Lake. The week before, The Times 
(local) featured Barbara Middleton‟s actress granddaughter Tuppence at The Curzon in Clevedon 
when a film she had been in was shown (Skeletons) and Ray Naish tells me that Tuppence was 
also on television in The Spitfire film.    Suzanne and Clive Golding-Ellis‟s daughter Emily was a 
dance prize-winner at Weston-super-Mare and Pip Jenkins‟ designs were featured in The Mail on 
Sunday...... not bad for a small village.   
 
Saturday 25th September at St. Mary‟s; Yatton Music Society together with several Kennites were 
treated to an evening of seasonal music with our own Joanne Manning on piano and Mark Farrall 
on clarinet.  A most enjoyable evening, greatly appreciated.  John and Grace have plans for 
something similar in Kenn in the new year. 
 
Our own organist Mary Holmes celebrated her birthday on Sunday 27 th and was presented with a 
bouquet of flowers by Celia and several birthday cards and an unaccompanied rendition of Happy 
Birthday by the congregation.  Mary has been our organist for some time now and we welcomed the 
opportunity of showing how much we appreciate her. 
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Congratulations were also given to Doreen Burd who had, on Saturday, become a mother-in-law on 
the occasion of the wedding at Oldbury-on-Severn of her son Nick to Vicky.  Our own John Andrews 
had conducted the ceremony. 
 
Holy Baptism in Kenn – the flag was flown in celebration and the floodlights shone to celebrate the 
christening of Luke Michael Fitzpatrick at 3.00pm at St. John‟s on Sunday 26 th September.  Luke, 
now almost five months old, is a bonny little boy; I think it‟s his eyes, but he reminded me of his late 
grandfather Michael, an emotional moment.    Congratulations to the family, especially proud grand-
mother Joan Stevens, mum Denise and dad Dan. 
 
Christmas Celebrations - I know it is a long way off, but we should get our diaries organised: 
 
Wednesday 27th October at 2.00pm – a Jumble Sale at Kenn Village Hall to raise funds for the 
Christmas Parties – as this is during half-term holiday we are hoping that lots of youngsters will 
come along and help, they are welcome to bring their parents and grandparents and friends with 
them. Contact Jean Fenwick 875073 
 
Tuesday 2nd November – Marianna’s Fashion Show –  A chance to buy our Christmas Outfits? 
 
Wednesday 8th December – the Christmas Tea Party – aimed at older residents and friends, but 
younger people are needed to help – more details next month -  to offer contact me on 874077. 
 
Friday 10th December – Carol Singing on the Village Green with the lighting of the Christmas 
Tree. 
 
Saturday 11th December – Christmas Coffee Morning at The Willows by kind invitation of 
Marlene and John Arney. 
 
Saturday 18th December – Kenn Village Market 
 

Wednesday 22nd December – CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY at Kenn Village Hall 4.30pm-
6.30pm  
Entertainment by ACTION PUSSYCAT 
 

If you managed to read to the end of this extended piece, thank you.  My excuse is that I failed to 
think of anything to write for September issue... 
 

Margaret 

Pip Jenkins Designs as 
seen in the Mail on 

Sunday 
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From Kenn to Kenn 
 

I am sure I don‟t have to tell you how fond we are in Kenn for a drop of vino.   So it did not really 
come as a surprise when on a recent trip to Germany I discovered another village called Kenn that 
also has a liking for fine wines.  This one is at the start of the Roman Wine Route along the Moselle 
valley. 
 
It is a very particular part of the river Moselle, which claims the title "Roman wine-route": This region 
reaches from east of Trier (Treves) - the region around Kenn - to just behind Leiwen, from Naurath 
at Meulenwald to Naurath/Wald south of the motorway A1-junction Mehring. 
 
 I guess our Kenn must be at the end of the route.  Must be some opportunities here, maybe a 
German wine festival! 
 

Robert Down 

KENN W.I. 
 

Those of us who until now had thought that the lovely Stanley Baker and about twelve redcoats 
repulsed an entirely unprovoked attack by thousands of Zulus had this impression corrected by 
Roger Morgan when he came to talk to the W.I. in September.  The story has a basis of truth but as 
is always the case the story was a lot more complicated.  Suffice it to say that incredible bravery 
was shown on both sides.  Mr. Morgan‟s talk was very well researched and we look forward to 
hearing him again. 
 

The talk in October is something completely different.  Mr. Cudlipp is taking us through the seasons 
with a camera.  If you would like a feast for the eyes do come and join us on the second 
Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 
 

We congratulated Thelma on yet another success.  Thundercloud is to be the guest of honour at the 
Beef of the Year Show. 
 

The Birthday lunch will be held on October 20th at the Moorend Spout.  The summer is nearly over 
and we all look forward to an autumn packed with activity. 

Ann Holtham 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  

8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After our summer break the Market opened it's doors again in September. There were a few 
changes to be noted but the tables filled the hall once more. We were sorry about Debbies's 
absence (painted glass and jewellery) but this was beyond her control and she will be back with us 
next month. 
 
Also next month we are hoping to get a bread table provided by Murray's of Hill Road. This will be a 
very welcome addition to our range of produce. 
 
Profits this month will go to The Blay family via Julia and the table/refreshment takings will be 
divided between the Altar Guild and Macmillan Nurses.  Profits from the book tables will also be 
sent to Macmillan Nurses as the village did not have it's Largest Coffee Morning event this year in 
support of them. 
 
                           The next Market will be held on Saturday October 23

rd
 

The Bells!  The Bells! 
 
Geoff Marchant hopes to have a ringing tuition night on Thursday 21st October at 7.30pm in St 
John‟s, Kenn.  Please ring him on 01934 834550 if you hope to come along - all ages from 10 to 70 
welcome! 
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Harvest Supper 
 
Well what can I say!! I woke on Sunday morning with a knot in my stomach and feeling anxious, at 
lunchtime it was still there and by that time the ovens had been on for hours and the smell of 
cooking turkey was lovely. I seemed to spend half my time running up and down the lane visiting 
various different houses. 
 
The hall had been set up the day before by the men, somehow they had managed to visit the Drum 
and Monkey on the way for a strategy meeting, but we did check their work and it looked lovely. By 
mid afternoon I was more relaxed and even managed to spend sometime with a friend of Suzanne's 
and mine who we hadn't seen for six years. 
 
Then it was down to the hall, oven on and yet more cooking and before we knew it people were 
arriving. There was a big flurry of activity as all the food arrived.  As always a lovely grace was said 
and then it was full steam ahead.  A quick panic at one point as we thought we had run out of 
potatoes, but soon found more in one of the many hostess trolleys.  Then it all went quiet in the hall 
as everyone tucked in.  Before we knew it people were on their way home having had a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening. 
 
I would like to thank everyone who helped - peelers, cookers, table decorators, servers, pudding 
makers, those donating raffle prizes, and those who helped to clear up.  Many thanks to Marianna 
and Jenny for all those helpful hints passed to us.  If I have forgotten anyone then thank you to you 
as well. We have also been touched by all the "thank you" cards we have received following the 
evening.  I am pleased to say I shall be sending a cheque for £600.00 to The Penny Brohn Cancer 
Care Unit. 
 
Now we know it's piece of cake to do we'll see you all next year. 

 
Caroline 
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Kenn Village Hall 
 
At a recent Hall Meeting it was very pleasing to note from our records, that once again the Hall has 
been very well supported during the last year with lots of bookings and, therefore, it was decided not 
to increase the rents for the forthcoming year. 
 
The Hall has been used for a variety of events during the year from Parish Council and WI 
Meetings; jumble sales; a fashion show;  private parties; weddings; Polling Station;  the centre of 
the extremely successful Kenn Festival; more recently a fabulous Harvest Supper; and soon it will 
be the scene of Christmas celebrations.   At the meeting it was felt that we are very lucky to have 
the Hall in the midst of our Village.  It is such an asset to village life and the local community, with 
many local charities benefiting greatly from monies raised at events held in the Hall. 
 
Thank you once again for supporting the Hall and here‟s to another successful year. 
 

 

Sarah Clark 
Hon Secretary 

Do you speak the Kenn language? 
 
If you do, you say, down Duck Lane, down White Railings, down Kenn Pier, down Russ, up Top 
Road, over Kenn Court, you go up Kingston Bridge, down Kingston, over to Congresbury, over to 
Claverham, up Nailsea, into Clevedon, into Bristol, down Wesson. 
 
Years ago, if people were visiting Clevedon they generally said they were going into The Village, as 
the area around the Triangle was generally known, or if they were going around Colehouse Lane 
way they were going down The Stroud as the area around where the Old Fever Hospital was 
situated.  This was nothing to do with Strode Road.  Or, if you turned left at the BBC signalling 
station, you went to what was known as The Small Holdings.  This was an area of small farms built 
by Somerset County Council as starter farms for ex-service men returning from the First World War. 
 
I have been looking at the area where the Old School and newly rebuilt Church Room stands.  I 
wonder what that land was used for before the school was built in 1832?  Was it part of the 
churchyard? Or was it common land?  Sometimes strips of land in villages were „common‟ for 
everyone in the village to use.  There is still evidence of these strips of land along the roadside in 
Kingston Seymour where cottagers grazed their animals, including cows, up until the Second World 
War. 
 

Ray Naish 

Parish Council Notes 
 

Owing to the absence of the Clerk at the beginning of October the meeting of the Parish Council 
was held on Monday 27th September in the Village Hall at 7.30p.m.  The usual notices were 
displayed to remind everyone that they are very welcome to attend. 
 

Ann Holtham 
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Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Jean Fenwick 875073 or 
  Irene Stowell 872472 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 

 
     
    Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
  Hazel Limage 01275 349535 
     Sheila Naish 01934 838357 
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 

Pull-out and Keep Centre Section - Dates 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 

Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on 
Saturday, October 23rd 10:00am till 

midday.  

Recycling - every Tuesday 
 
Dustbin - 12th and 26th 
  - 
Green Waste - 5th and 19th 

Kenn 
Women’s 
Institute 

13th October  
  

Kenn Village Hall, 
7:30pm 

 Clevedon Mercury and 
North Somerset Times 

 

Don‟t forget that copies of both these local 
newspapers are freely available in the bar of 
the Drum and Monkey. 
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St John the Evangelist 
 
ALTAR GUILD  
 
OCT  Jean Woods, Tina Middlton and 
  Heather Jenkins 
NOV  Sarah Clark, Marianna Mackay 
 

DECEMBER   
 

Week 1 Jean Fenwick, Jenny Pascoe 
 

Week 2 Hazel Limage, Caroline Holden 
 

Week 3 Iris Callow, Heather Jenkins 
 

Week 4 Jo Cheek, Marianna Mackay 

During September the flag was flown 
and the tower lit on the 26th: 
  
For the baptism of Joan Stevens‟ grandson 
Luke Michael Fitzpatrick. 

Camera Club 
 
Monday 4th October 

 
New Room 

 
(by the Church) 

 
New members very welcome 

First History Project Lunch 
 

at the Drum and Monkey Kenn St 
 

October 22nd (Friday) 
 

Everyone - absolutely everyone - 
welcome.   

Just turn up at midday and we’ll eat 
at about half past twelve.   

 
This isn’t really about history, it’s 

just an excuse to meet up with our 
neighbours - and if we find out 

something historical as well, then 
that’s a bonus! 

Yatton History Society 
 

Tuesday Oct 5th Yatton Methodist Hall  8pm 
 

Public Finds and  Portable Antiquities Scheme 
of Bristol Museum Service -  

the modest end of treasure Trove  
by Kurt Adams 

Carols on the Green 
 

Friday December 10th with the  
Duck Lane Brass Ensemble 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES       
  
October 
1

st
  Katy (Golding Ellis) 

3
rd

  Gill Taylor 
 Erin Silvester 
6

th
  Daniel Quinn 

6
th
   Dave and Sue Pugh  

wedding anniversary 
7

th
 Tim and Julia Bush  

wedding anniversary 
 8

th
  Robin Rogers 

16
th
  Cheryl Quinn 

 Ray Granger 
18

th
 Kayleigh Stowell 

 Wendy and Sotoris Papasolomontos  
wedding anniversary 

22
nd

 Troy and Julian Gale  
wedding anniversary 

26
th
  Justin Naish 

27
th
 Jack Treble 

29
th
 Stefan Beardshaw 
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'Kenn Transformers' 
 

The new fortnightly group for 5 - 11 year olds in Kenn 
 

In October  'Kenn Transformers' will meet  
on Wednesday 13th and  

Wednesday 27th,  
starting in church at 4pm for snacks and worship, DVD and craft,  

ending at 5.15 
 

Bring Mum or Dad along to see what it's all about. 
Contact 01275 873554 or 01934 830208 

  

Cake money for the Blay family in Ghana 
 

Thanks to the generosity of the residents of Kenn and customers at the Septmber Village Mkt, I was 
able to send £75 to Mr Blay. Hooray. Julia Bush 

  

Christmas Puddings 
 

I'm selling those delicious puds from 'The Ultimate Plum Pudding Co' this year 
Small (serves 4)   £5.50 
Large (serves 8)   £8.50 
Orders by phone 01275 872553 or into the mailbox at Quercus 
PS Memory fade. At the September Mkt I took an order for 2 large puddings and didn't write it down. 
I will have them put by at home and at the October Mkt 

  

Harvest Festival at Kenn 
 

As usual, St John's was decorated beautifully with flowers and produce, and a larger than usual 
congregation turned up to thank God for all the crops we can grow here. It was good to see children 
from far and wide, and from not so far away. 
 

This has been a bumper year for all things of the marrow/pumpkin/gourd persuasion.  Faced with a 
crowd of these individuals, Celia set to and wrote them into a drama performed at the Harvest 
Family Service. In order to set the scene Morgan had helped to 'personalise' them with hats, 
beards, noses, spectacles etc. On the day, various 'gourdy characters' were held up by children of 
all ages from the congregation and choir.  Jo Manning played for us. 
 

After worship everyone chatted and munched homemade biscuits, yum yum.  Thank you very much 
Jemima and Romilly for cooking for us. 
  
Evensong was in its usual lovely form, Paul Stalder preached, Mary played the organ, and we all 
enjoyed our traditional worship, before many of us headed down to the Village Hall for the 
scrumptious Harvest Meal. 

Julia Bush 

My sister and I wish to say Thank You for the gifts received from the Harvest Festival.  They were 
much appreciated. 

Cliff and Doris Edwards 
 

My sincere thanks for the lovely gifts from the Harvest Festival.  They were very welcome. 
Win Cole 
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SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 2010 

 
1st Sunday 3rd October Eighteenth after Trinity 
8.00am  Holy Communion Kenn*   
9.30 am  Holy Communion Cleeve   
9.30am  Harvest Family Communion Yatton   
11.00am First Sunday Special Claverham   
11.00am  Family Service Kingston Seymour   
6.00pm  Harvest Evensong Yatton*   
 
2nd Sunday 10th October Nineteenth after Trinity 
8.00am  Holy Communion Kingston Seymour*   
9.30am Parish Communion with Holy Baptism Yatton ~ Esme Harris    
9.30am  Holy Communion Claverham   
11.00am  Harvest Thanksgiving Cleeve    
11.00am  Holy Communion Kenn   
6.00pm  Deanery Choral Evensong at Yatton   
 
 
3rd Sunday 17th October Luke the Evangelist Twentieth after Trinity     
8.00am  Holy Communion Claverham*   
9.30am  Parish Communion Yatton   
 9.30am  Holy Communion with Holy Baptism Cleeve ~   
11.00am  Holy Communion Kingston Seymour   
2.30pm  Holy Baptisms Yatton     
6.00pm  Evensong Kenn*    
 
4th Sunday 24th October  Last After Trinity   
8.00am  Holy Communion Yatton*   
8.00am  Holy Communion Kingston Seymour*   
9.30am  Parish Communion Yatton   
9.30am  Holy Communion Cleeve   
11.00am  Family Service Claverham   
11.00am  Family Service Kenn   
6.00pm  Ecumenical Evensong at Yatton   
 
5th Sunday 31st All Saints’ Fourth before Advent     
8.00am  Holy Communion at Yatton   
10.00am  Team Patronal Communion at Kingston Seymour   
6.00pm  Evensong at Claverham   
 
Holy Days in October: 
Thursday 28th October Simon and Jude, Apostles   
9.30am Holy Communion at Cleeve   
7.30pm Holy Communion at Yatton 
 
Weekday Services 

Daily    8.30am Morning Prayer Yatton 
Every Wednesday 10am Holy Communion Yatton 
1st Wednesday  11am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour 
3rd Wednesday  11am Holy Communion Kenn* 
4th Wednesday  11am Holy Communion Claverham 
Every Thursday  9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve 
    7.30pm Holy Communion Yatton 
  
 

 
 *Book of Common Prayer (1662) 
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'Little Barbara' (Barbara Dixon) sends thanks from the 
Salvation Army for the £70 she collected  from the 
village of Kenn. 

Kenn Village 

Hall 
 

JUMBLE 

SALE 
 

 

2.00 pm Wednesday 27th 

October 
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The Last Summer Walk of the Year 

 
On September 7th the summer walk reflected the ebbing of one season into another.  As the nights 
are drawing in our walk was shorter in length and smaller in numbers than usual.  We filled less 
than two cars and went to Jeff Naish‟s Nailsea Wall Farm. We were to see mellow landscape, 
animals and newly erected agricultural architecture. 
 
As we orientated ourselves we admired the view over the moors.  Several sets of eyes between us 
saw a different landscape. With sentimental eyes I saw tranquil levels of stretching fields. In a 
distant field white horses were galloping around and tending to their playful foals. Jeff and Ray saw 
the landscape with steely farmer‟s eyes. Ray pointed out a distant row of large trees, planted in 
1992 to stop soil erosion from a river.  
 
We saw an array of animals.  Elegant and majestic horses in field and stable; two miniature horses, 
chicks and adorable puppies. 
 
When Ray Naish bought the land in 1979 there were no buildings.  Jeff‟s house and several barns 
are now there.  Jeff has utilised the contours of land with an additional huge winter housing shed 
that abuts an existing barn. Hay from the stables in the barn is swept into the winter housing shed 
and used as bedding for cattle.  A gentle gradient means easy collection of winter silage for 
fertilizing the surrounding fields.  
 
It was great to have Ray with us and he walked around the land and farm buildings with the same 
interest and enthusiasm as the rest of us.  This was the last village walk of the season.  
 

Caroline Holden 

Wanted - Sewing Machines 
 
Wendy Evans of Westonwood, Kenn Road, is appealing for sewing machines.  Working or not, any 
age and more less any condition, our cast off machines can be got going again and shipped off (by 
ship..!) to be the start of a wage-earning life for people (mostly women) in developing countries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ring 01275 349535 if you have a machine and it can be collected at a time to suit you. 
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Congratulations  
Emily Golding-Ellis  

 
for passing your exams and 
gaining a place at Roehampton 
University (London) to complete a 
BA Hons in Dance. 
 
Emily was one out of 60 students 
selected out of 650 applicants for 
the 3 year course and intends to 
be a professional dancer. To 
assist her on that road she and 
her 11 year old dance partner 
won the Weston Street dance 
festival out of hundreds of 
competitors from across the 
country. 
 
As a result she will be performing 
at the O2 arena in November with  
Britain‟s got talent runners up 
"Flawless". 
 
(Kenn does have talent). 
 
Good luck. We are very proud of 
you, happy dancing, love Mum, 
Dad and Katie. 
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Kate Hatcher has a use for all those walnuts 
 

At Matt Hayden's recent coffee morning, I asked various people when the walnuts on my 
walnut tree would be ready to eat. "When the squirrels have had them" were Jo Batten's 
wise words. It seemed I wasn't the only Kennite with a productive walnut tree (it's dropping 
nearly a dozen a day), so I thought I'd share what I've been doing with them, courtesy of 
Nigella Lawson. Like all home-grown produce, the flavour of the nuts is unrecognisable 
compared to supermarket-bought ones, and this is an easy desert/cheese course. 
 
Marsala Honey Pears with Gorgonzola 
 
30ml  olive oil (not extra virgin, it doesn't get hot enough) 
2 large pears, unpeeled and uncored 
45ml tbs Marsala 
30ml honey 
50g  walnut halves 
500g ripe Gorgonzola [which should never have seen the inside of your fridge] 
 
 Let the oil heat in a large frying pan, while you cut the pears into eighths. 
 Fry the pears for 3 minutes per side, and while they are frying whisk the Marsala and 

honey together in a cup. 

 When the pears have had their time, throw in the Marsala/honey mixture, and let it 
bubble up around the pears, then transfer them, all bronze and syrupy, to a plate. 

 Add the walnut halves to the dark juices left in the pan, and stir-fry them for about a 
minute until they are themselves darkened in part and sticky all over. Remove them to 
the plate with the pears and add the Gorgonzola. 

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAuN1uQqU-U 

Matthew Hayden 
 
says a Huge Thank You to everyone who came to his coffee morning in September.  The weather 
was kind, the people who attended even kinder.  It was lovely that neighbours and friends could sit 
in the sunshine and gossip while making it possible to send £261 to the Disaster Relief Fund 
(Pakistan) to help the victims of the floods. 

It‟s really autumn now, which reminds me to remind everyone that fireworks can be a real problem 
for farmers, for people with pets and for youngsters. 
 
Please let your neighbours know if  you‟re going to be having a display - they‟ll be delighted to have 
been forewarned. 
 
On a similar note the Farmers‟ Union has issued a plea to everyone not to send Chinese Paper 
Lanterns into the air - if a lit lantern is blown too low the damage can be horrendous, but every 
lantern comes to earth eventually, complete with the wire that can kill animals.  If you tether your 
lantern on a very long piece of fishing line or similar, it will still rise and glow, but return to you 
safely. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAuN1uQqU-U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAuN1uQqU-U
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Things that go Missing in the Night 
 
The Scarecrow Competition really caught people's imagination and unearthed all sorts of hitherto 
unknown Kenn talent in the Scarecrow Manufacturing line. Here at The Limes, I saw item after item 
of my clothes disappear, only to reappear some days later clothing Heather's scarecrow -  which 
bore an uncanny resemblance to one of our B&B guests but was actually meant to be one of the old 
farmers of the past. 
 

We took great delight in its final appearance and in seeing the reaction of passersby. It gave people 
quite a start! I remember a couple cycling by and one of them said to his girlfriend, "I thought it was 
real!" In fact we were so pleased with it and with the compliments it received, that after the rest of 
the scarecrows in the village had been taken down, (and presumably their apparel returned to the 
rightful owners), we decided to keep it up for a little longer. I think it even got a mention in the local 
paper as the sole one remaining. 
 

Imagine our surprise one Sunday morning to find that OUR scarecrow, over which we had spent so 
much effort and to which I had sacrificed my favourite ancient wax jacket, had been STOLEN! It had 
been the night of the Claverham Big Night Out so you can draw your own conclusions whether there 
was a connection. 
 

We took it philosophically. Never mind, not much we could do. It was a nice scarecrow though, and 
we'd miss it. Heather was concerned that as it was so realistic, if someone threw it in a rhyne people 
might think it was a body and we'd have police helicopters out! 
 

We gave up hope of ever seeing it again and then, three weeks after it was stolen, our scarecrow 
turned up at the Drum and Monkey (many thanks to Margaret Ball for spotting it and tipping us off). 
It was rather the worse for wear and had torn its shirt but it was pleased to see us. I think the 
landlord was glad to see us take it off his hands as in its dishevelled state it didn't exactly raise the 
tone of the establishment. 

 
How did it get there? We don't know. All we know is that it had appeared the previous evening. One 
moment it wasn't  there and the next it was. Where it had been during the three weeks? What 
adventures had it been up to? Had it had a wanderlust and now wanted a quiet home? Had it been 
kidnapped and now escaped? Had it been on the local cider and only just woken up? Who knows? 
 

It is a mystery and perhaps some of our younger readers would like to write a story of what 
MIGHT have happened to it in those three weeks. The will be prizes for the best stories, and 
they’ll be included in the Kenn News and Views so that we can all read the adventures of the 
missing scarecrow. 
 

So what do we do with our scarecrow now? It depends if he has finished with his adventures. We'll 
put him back where he was but I wonder if he would like to stay somewhere else from time to time - 
a sort of wandering village scarecrow. If anyone would like to give him accommodation for a little bit 
then let us know and we'll ask him. He might enjoy a change of scenery. 
 

Stephen Brain 
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The wanderer 
returns - rather 
the worse for 

wear 
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Bird News I 
 
Firstly, despite considerable searching by John Croxton and myself (for Hobbies) we have failed to 
find conclusive proof of nesting locally, although the circumstantial evidence certainly points to it.  I 
watched a (presumably male) Hobby stoop vertically at a Buzzard on the edge of Kenn Moor, and a 
second Hobby then joined the first. 
 
There have been regular sightings over Kenn until at least the 19th of September with sightings on 
Kenn Moor to the 21st.  This is three days later than my previous latest date and, of course, these 
birds will be heading off to Africa now - feeding on migrating Swallows and Martins en route. 
 
Talking of which, our local Swallows and House Martins seem to have continued to enjoy an 
excellent breeding year; the local House Martins (in Yatton) were still around their nesting sites on 
the 22nd. 
 
Along the sea wall a couple of Peregrines has been chasing (and mostly missing) the waders 
passing through.  There have been over 200 Ringed Plovers with almost as many Dunlin.  Scarcer 
species have been Curlew, Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper and Bar-tailed Godwit.  A few yellow 
Wagtails (not yellow at this time of year) and up to 15 Wheatears have been seen. 
 
Finally, a walk by the River Usk at Abergavenny produced 3 Kingfishers but they still seem to be 
pretty scarce locally. 
 

Trevor Riddle 

Bird News II 
 

I have very little bird news to report.  The summer visitors  all seem to have departed for their 
journey south for the winter.  I have not yet seen any winter visiting birds around.  It is probably 
another month before they arrive in big numbers. 
 

Ray Naish                 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

Kingfisher 
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Being Green, I’m doing my best! 

 
I visited a friend recently whose garden is very small, yet she produces an abundance 

of fruit and vegetables from economically spaced plots and pots. I pride myself with 
green credentials but, to be honest, my lifestyle is not that green.  Following a period 

of ecological introspection I have decided to remedy this. For the next year I will write 
to News and Views to report back on my efforts. 

 
I want to start growing more vegetables in the garden. In my naivety I just started 

digging in the back garden.  
 

‘What are you doing?’ asked John.  
 

‘Digging’ - wasn’t it obvious? I explained to him my Damascus revelation and he 
respectfully pointed out that this involved planning and design. Three days later old 

compost heaps were replaced with rodent resistant compost bins (weapons of mass 

destruction were unleashed on the canny mammals, with good effect!)  
 

Raised beds were made and spring onions, winter lettuce and spring cabbage are now 
in the ground.   

 
Working nearer home now means I am cutting my carbon footprint.  I can source some 

local food: pork and sausages from Lise, barter lamb from Hazel’s freezer, buy local 
eggs and Julia’s jams and preserves. There is, however, no use coming over all 

philosophical and waxing lyrical about not eating lamb from New Zealand while necking 
a Chilean Chardonnay.  This may not be as simple as I thought! 

 
Any top tips gratefully received.  

 
Caroline Holden    

Green Communities 
 
During the making of the Parish Plan I asked if we could look into the village‟s carbon footprint - as 
much out of curiosity as anything.  The remit of the Plan didn‟t cover it, so I‟m pleased that the 
Courts (thank you, Mike and Lisa) have put me on to the Green Communities trail.  I did my carbon 
footprint this morning, and it‟s not the (low energy) lights that crank my score up, it‟s the travelling I 
do for work.  One plane trip half way round the planet sort of does for my environmental aspirations.  
Nonetheless, it is really, really interesting to see how it all mounts up and - more importantly - what 
can be done to reduce the size of my footprint.   
 
I‟ve registered us as a community and done the first calculation - it would be great if there was 
enough interest within the village for us to take up the challenge of being carbon neutral.  So, we 
need a coordinator (volunteers step up, please) - and as many of you as can to visit  
 

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/cafe 
 

and see what you think.  Comments to me hazel.limage@kennvillage.co.uk or to Bram RIgg (on the 
Green). 
 

Hazel 

http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/cafe
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Computer Repairs & Upgrades at Your 
Home or Office 

 

 

COMPUTER STARTING SLOWLY? 
SICK OF GETTING NASTY VIRUSES? 

OVERCOME WITH POPUPS AND SPYWARE? 
IS YOUR CONFIDENTIAL DATA AT RISK? 

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR SERVICE PACKAGES 
  
Health Check/Tune Up 
Spyware/Virus Removal 
Data Transfer 
Secure Wireless Network Installation & Setup 
Internet Security and Anti-Virus 
Hardware Upgrades & Installation 
Troubleshooting Windows™ 

With years of experience working in a busy IT office we have been 
asked to fix all sorts of problems. There is not much that we've not 
seen or done when it comes to computers. So, if your computer is 
unwell or if it's in need of a boost and some TLC trust us to help 
you. 

For more information call 0800 756 9928 or visit 
www.quaycomputerservices.com 


